Deformin, a substance found in Bartonella bacilliformis culture supernatants, is a small, hydrophobic molecule with an affinity for albumin.
Culture supernatants of Bartonella bacilliformis were previously shown to contain a factor, called deforming factor or deformin, which causes deformation and invagination of red cell membranes and formation of intracellular vacuoles. This factor is here shown to be a small water-soluble molecule, approximately 1400 Da as estimated by gel-filtration chromatography. Deforming factor binds tightly to albumin, especially albumin dimers and multimers, present in the growth medium. It can be released from albumin with 50% ethanol and has been partially purified by filtration and HPLC.